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was needed to carry on the war. The disorganisa-
tion of the administration, not less than the exhaus-
tion and misery of the country, made it very difficult
to obtain the necessary resources. However reluc-
tant to impose new burdens on his people, the King
could not begin the campaign with an empty
treasury, and took the remonstrances of the Chambre
des Comptes on the measures adopted in no good
part. They raised objections, he told them, but
suggested no other means whereby he could support
his armies. If they had each offered him 2,000 or
3,000 crowns, or advised him to take their salaries,
there would have been no need of these new edicts.
He was not less outspoken to the Parliament, the
fervour of whose new loyalty had not been strong
enough to overcome their inveterate habit of seek-
ing to exalt their own importance, by criticising and
delaying the measures sent to them for registration,
"You have/' he said, "kept me waiting these three
months, and I am now going to my army, as ill
provided as ever Prince was. You will shortly see
the injury you have done me. There are three
hostile armies in my kingdom. I shall seek them
out and I trust to bring them to account. I shall
freely expose my life. God will not desert me. He
has miraculously called me to the throne and as-
sisted me till now. He will continue to help me.
He does not leave His works imperfect. ... Be
as careful of what concerns the Commonwealth as
you are of your own interests. Do your duty. Be-
ware lest the venom of passion enter the heart,
France is the man, Paris is the heart. I love you